
 

frontiers of electronic commerce by Ravi Kalakota and Andrew B. Whinston Pearson single person this age. I spent 5 weeks in the country just
about this time of year. There was no snow. We took the dog up in the hills, with the green leaves and flowers and the crispy, dry grass
underfoot. We walked out and picked sage for herbal tea. We ran out of food for the dog and bought a pheasant. We went fishing. We drank
wine. We drove to low-lying, spring-frosted slopes and looked for mushrooms and wild onions. I picked a rose and gave it to the dog to play
with. All in all, it was a pretty good time to be living in Japan. This time of year is also a good time to think about how we spend our time here.
We live in a very small community. There’s snow outside our front door and a very small grocery store. There’s a good brewery. We have some
friends, like Tamara and her kids and their dogs. And we have some friends, like Tom and his daughter, who live in a different community.
We’re a small family; we don’t have enough room for more than two people at a time. We are thin-skinned, and there’s a lot to tend to here; we
need to pay attention to the needs of people who might be living in the same community, having the same problems. I don’t think we have
enough family here. We barely ever see our aunt and uncle, our cousins and their families. I don’t think we’ve ever had any brothers or sisters.
We don’t all live in the same village. It feels that my brothers and sisters are hundreds of miles away, across the ocean. This year, in the spring, I
am going to New York for a week with my sister and her family. We are going to a reunion, and we will be together in a place where I can’t
imagine myself and many of my friends having an adequate conversation. When I left the city in 2010, some of my friends were worried about
whether I’d be okay. Back then, we knew we would be able to talk each other. Now, it’s as if it will be harder. I have long felt that I don’t know
how
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