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Category:Free and open-source software distributed under the terms of the GNU General
Public LicenseCALGARY—In February 2017, officials at the Port of Churchill say they
were startled when a rancher in northern Saskatchewan landed an air ambulance with
someone aboard who appeared to be very sick. An investigation into the incident found
that a Manitoba toddler recently returned from a day of hiking with his family had fallen ill
and his family called an air ambulance because he was displaying signs of a serious illness.
“When they arrived he was incredibly sick and it was a little overwhelming for us,” said
Jim Morrison, the director general of the Port of Churchill. The Port of Churchill is a
smaller community west of the town of Churchill, Man., on the eastern shore of Hudson
Bay that consists of a small airport, an ice plant and a commercial fish-processing plant
that exports its seafood products to market. Most of the community’s approximately 1,200
people are employed at the fish-processing plant. According to Morrison, when the air
ambulance arrived with paramedics on board and the situation was assessed, the family
agreed to pay the air ambulance team — CBC, according to the group’s website — $50,000
to fly the child to Winnipeg where he could be taken care of by an intensive care unit. The
settlement, which took three years to negotiate, has put the Port of Churchill in the red,
Morrison said. “It’s put us in the red this year, it’s put us in the red last year, we’re in the
red next year,” he said, explaining that the company has run into problems with the
provincial and federal government over the cost of ambulance flights. He said the company
ended up picking up the cost of the medical flight to Winnipeg, where the child was
treated. “It’s taken a chunk out of our profit, it’s taken a chunk out of our operating
budget,” Morrison said. Provincial government officials said that the Port of Churchill did
the right thing by hiring an air ambulance to fly the child to Winnipeg for medical
treatment. “The Port did all they could by investigating thoroughly to make sure that the
child’s medical needs were being met,” said Theresa Rath, communications advisor to the
Manitoba government. “There’s no charge to the government to use an air ambulance
service.
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