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pregnancy" program was initiated in the prenatal care
center at a large urban hospital in New York City in 1989.
The program aims to increase the supply of male condoms,
promote the availability of and accessibility to them, and
improve the quality of services provided to women
requesting them. This article describes the prevalence of
maternal request for a male condom during a pregnancy.
We also explored demographic and obstetric factors that
may influence maternal request for a male condom. We
conducted a retrospective cohort study of women who
were enrolled in the program over a 6-month period in
1995 (n = 340). Sociodemographic and obstetric
information was abstracted from medical records. Chi-
square and t tests were used to compare characteristics of
participants who received male condoms and those who
did not. Logistic regression was used to examine the
relationship between potential predictors and the use of a
male condom. Among the 340 participants, 63 (19%)
requested a male condom. A lower proportion of black and
Hispanic women compared with non-Hispanic white women
requested condoms (26% versus 38%, p = 0.03). After
adjusting for other factors, Hispanic race was significantly
associated with a lower odds of receiving a male condom
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(odds ratio = 0.4, 95% confidence interval = 0.2 to 0.8).
Overall, 21% of women who requested a male condom did
not receive one. Factors that may be associated with
whether a woman requests a male condom during
pregnancy include race, ethnicity, insurance status, and
whether or not she receives her prescriptions through a
physician.(a)
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