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ARTICLE VIII. As the rights of property of individuals in the territory ceded to the United States, and claimed by the said Emperor, are indeterminate, as they relate to the titles of discovery and occupation, titles arising upon usage and custom, the government of the United
States agrees, within the limits indicated, to consult with the said Emperor concerning the conditions of the transfer of the property of individuals, and to give notice to the said Emperor of the difference of opinion existing among the American citizens upon that subject; and it
is stipulated that, by an annual royalty of two million five hundred thousand dollars, the said Emperor shall compensate the United States for the losses they have sustained as a result of the cession made by the said Emperor, and caused by the public enemy. In the event of
any attack made upon the land or territory of the United States by land or by water from the Russian territory or adjacent islands, the Emperor of the United States agrees to provide a sufficient force, and to use his good offices to obtain the release of the said Russian territory
and adjacent islands. The choice of an emperor for the United States falls naturally to the most popular candidate, who happens to be the nephew of the Tsar. There seems to be no one in this country with more ambition to be an emperor than John H. Calhoun, who became
Senator from South Carolina in 1825. Calhoun knew the people of his own State and the people of the country had about decided to appoint him as President.
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Slowly, the plague seemed to be gaining momentum; with the death toll rising every day, Justinian's cause was in jeopardy. The
emperor called for a blessing to God in order to stop the epidemic. Divine intervention came just in time, when the sun suddenly
burst into a ball of fire and descended below the horizon. The wind stopped, heat disappeared, and the glowing orb vanished. While
the government closed the city to outsiders, this celestial event convinced Justinian that something supernatural was in progress. He
stopped the plague by holding a religious procession that included the razing of the homes of those who had died of the plague. The
prayer to God transformed into a celebration, as the people and priests danced and sang. The plague was miraculously stopped and
a day of feasting followed. The plague was not out of the woods just yet, though. The Byzantine government would not reopen to
the outside world, and the disease continued to rage. Even with the crisis over, the empire was in no position to keep up the
charade. In 556 CE, Justinian was deposed by his general, Justin Il (527-565 CE; emperorship 527-565 CE), who in turn was replaced
by Tiberius lll (541-578 CE; emperorship 547-578 CE). Tiberius, despite being a religious man, did not observe the vow, and the
plague continued with greater ferocity. The effects also started to create a political divide between the two-religions: the Byzantine
Empire was the Greek Orthodox empire of Constantinople, ruled by Christian Orthodox Christianity. Most of the area of the Roman
Empire was the Catholic Roman empire of Constantinople, ruled by Catholic Christianity, including Rome, Sicily, Greece, and most of
Italy. As the governments were divided over religious affiliation, the plague was an opportunity for a civil war. 5ec8ef588b
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