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for example, the average crack cocaine offender is a 34-year-old african american male. while in prison, the average crack cocaine offender will be released after serving 38 months, compared to serving nearly 15 years for an average powder cocaine offender. these discrepancies must end. the disparity between crack and powder cocaine in federal sentences
clearly has a disparate impact on black individuals. and this disparity has no justification. the federal sentencing disparity is a violation of equal protection. the sentencing reform act of 1984, which authorizes the disparity between crack and powder cocaine, is unconstitutional. we found that the race of the arrestee explains most of the disparity in rates of
arrest and incarceration for crack and powder cocaine, said dr. palamar. our research suggests that, in addition to the higher rates of arrest for crack, police officers also make more arrests for crack than they do for powder cocaine, regardless of race. this is in part due to the fact that crack cocaine is more prevalent in poor, black communities. our findings
strongly suggest that the racial disparity in arrests and incarceration rates is largely attributable to the racial differences in the prevalence of crack and powder cocaine use, said dr. palamar. the pervasiveness of crack cocaine use in poor, black communities means that more crack cocaine users are arrested and sent to prison. the other factor is the legal

status of crack cocaine. the federal government treats crack as a more severe drug than powder cocaine, and that is likely the reason why more crack cocaine arrests are made compared to powder cocaine arrests, said dr. palamar. while powder cocaine is illegal, crack cocaine is only illegal under the federal controlled substances act, which has been renewed
three times since its passage in 1986. the recent 2009 law, the obama administration's last one, calls for the dea to renew the drug's schedule ii classification, which would effectively make crack cocaine a legal substance.
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the fair sentencing act reduced the crack-to-powder ratio from 100:1 to 18:1. thus, a person convicted of possessing 100 grams of crack cocaine would be treated like a person convicted of possessing 3,850 grams of powder cocaine. results: the overall prevalence of crack-cocaine use was estimated at 6.6% (95% ci, 5.9-7.5). crack-cocaine use was associated
with a higher risk of all-cause mortality (pooled or, 1.92; 95% ci, 1.56-2.37), coronary heart disease (pooled or, 2.05; 95% ci, 1.47-2.84), and cerebrovascular disease (pooled or, 1.84; 95% ci, 1.19-2.84). crack-cocaine use was associated with a higher risk of stroke (pooled or, 1.84), but no associations were found for myocardial infarction. crack-cocaine use

was associated with a higher risk of various psychiatric disorders, particularly schizophrenia (pooled or, 3.18; 95% ci, 1.89-5.32) and major depressive disorder (pooled or, 2.45; 95% ci, 1.84-3.27). crack-cocaine use was associated with higher risks of metabolic syndrome (pooled or, 1.53; 95% ci, 1.19-1.98), hyperlipidemia (pooled or, 1.43; 95% ci, 1.06-1.91),
and hypertension (pooled or, 1.56; 95% ci, 1.21-1.99), but not with diabetes (pooled or, 1.10; 95% ci, 0.92-1.31). crack-cocaine use was associated with higher rates of anxiety (pooled or, 2.34; 95% ci, 1.38-3.94) and bipolar disorder (pooled or, 2.20; 95% ci, 1.22-3.96). crack-cocaine use was associated with higher risks of alcohol use (pooled or, 1.73; 95% ci,

1.38-2.18), tobacco use (pooled or, 2.02; 95% ci, 1.71-2.38), and other drug use (pooled or, 2.07; 95% ci, 1.72-2.48). crack-cocaine use was associated with an increased risk of poisoning (pooled or, 3.40; 95% ci, 1.49-7.78), but not with other injuries or unintentional injuries. 5ec8ef588b
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