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The benefits of wetlands are so significant to Florida
that the state funded many grants and joint projects
with the federal government. According to the
Environmental Protection Agency, the water in
wetlands is clearer than that in bodies of fresh
water. Because of the presence of wetlands, many
farms, ranches, sand dunes, and cities have been
able to thrive. Florida has been able to turn back the
hands of time and reclaim its wild landscape. If you
are looking to find the source of water in your home,
you are most likely in the right place. Here in the
U.S., coastal wetlands are of crucial importance to
the economies of Florida. The Florida Ecological
Association estimates that mangroves and tidal
marshes are worth $14 billion to the state of Florida.
Nearly half of the nutrient that flows into the Gulf of
Mexico originates in the coastal estuaries and
mangroves. "...those areas in the fill used for land
support in the area of 100 acres or more that are
located in a water body or that are in a water-
holding capacity. Use and configuration of these
areas shall be in keeping with their designation as
wetlands." Brent is a clinical professor of law at
Columbia University, and has been dean of the law
school since 2008. He loves to read and travel, and
enjoys riding motorcycles. He and his wife, Christine,
have three children, including twin boys, Joey and
Lou. Sonny and his wife, Courtney, have two little
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girls. Sonny grew up in a small town in Minnesota
and attended the University of Wisconsin. He
graduated from law school in 1996 and has been
practicing in Wisconsin and in Boone County,
Missouri, ever since.
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Brian Barnard has specialized in higher education
law for more than twenty years. His experience
includes law at the highest levels of college and

university governance (faculty, administration and
senior leadership), law that focuses on the
relationship between higher education and

government and the impact that research and
teaching have on students, jobs, communities, and

funding. This background is foundational to his most
recent venture as a private mediator, mediator

trainer and teacher. He is enthusiastic about the role
of mediation in the adversarial context of the legal

system. Brian lives in Charleston with his wife Janice,
four children, two dogs, and two horses. This course

will explore the natural history of wetlands,
biophysical and botanical theories and their links to
the history of wetlands, common land tenure and

preservation, and the role of wetlands in the
evolution and distribution of life on Earth. There are

wetlands everywhere in nature and they play a
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pivotal role in the global cycle of natural resources
such as carbon, phosphorus, nitrogen, organic

matter, and water. Wetlands create a biodiversity
hotspot, create water filtration, and sequester

carbon. Wetlands are important habitat for birds,
fish, reptiles and mammals and have tremendous

economic value. In this course we will examine how
the social and cultural surroundings of a wetland

may affect human interactions within it and this will
be explored within various geographic settings, such

as the UK and the United States. We will discuss
wetland-based communities and processes that

have grown up within them. Finally, we will examine
how wetland resources might be managed in order
to achieve maximal provision of these services and

benefits. The course will include consideration of the
environment, society, economy, and culture within

the context of the wetlands themselves. 5ec8ef588b
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