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Pathology and surgical management. One-hundred-and-twenty-three cases of hepatocellular carcinoma have been studied. The following are the
salient features: The lesions varied in size from a few millimeters to up to 40 cm in maximum dimension. They occurred in the liver in approximately
80% of the cases. They arose either in a discrete nodule or in a coalescent conglomerate. On microscopy, a well-differentiated hepatocellular
carcinoma was always present in association with a moderate to marked degree of atypia and a proliferation rate of about 10%. The moderately
differentiated hepatocellular carcinoma, which was present in only about 25% of the cases, was characterized by the following features: in most
cases there was not a marked degree of atypia and a proliferation rate of less than 10%, on the average. Well-differentiated hepatocellular
carcinomas were recognized most frequently in patients without a previous history of the disease. In contrast, the moderately-differentiated
hepatocellular carcinomas occurred almost exclusively in the cases with a previous history. These findings and the high degree of malignancy of the
tumors suggest that the moderately-differentiated hepatocellular carcinomas represent "secondary" neoplasms. The tumors were usually solitary,
and could be treated surgically. The postoperative actuarial survival at 3 years was about 40% for the moderately-differentiated and about 65% for
the well-differentiated hepatocellular carcinomas. The survival rate was higher in the patients whose lesions were treated by lobectomy than by
conservative surgery. Insert title here
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