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(revit.Israeli armed forces killed five Palestinians in
Gaza on Wednesday, the military said. The victims
were members of the al-Qassam Brigades, the
military wing of Hamas, which was founded in 1987.
The Israeli army said that it was responding to
rockets fired by Gaza militants from an "inside the
strip" location in the northern Gaza Strip. One of the
rockets fell inside the Israeli border town of Sderot,
and two other rockets landed in open areas, the
army said. No casualties were reported in the
attack. Wednesday's incident was the second time in
just over a week that Israeli forces had targeted
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, following an Israeli
air strike on a Hamas military post last Tuesday that
killed four members of the militant group. Israeli
forces also killed 19 people in the Palestinian town
of Beit Hanoun and wounded 170 others in an
airstrike on a Hamas military compound on Monday.
The compound, in which Palestinian fighters were
firing at Israel, was struck by a missile fired by an



unmanned aerial vehicle, the Israeli military said.
The Palestinian Health Ministry said that four of the
dead were members of the Hamas military wing, the
Qassam Brigades, while the other three were
civilians. The Israeli military said that the dead
included a commander who headed the Hamas unit
that fired the rockets at Israel. The spokesman for
the Israeli military, Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Lerner,
said that the military intended to continue its assault
against the militants in the Gaza Strip. "We are
prepared to strike in Gaza and in the West Bank,
and we will not allow Hamas to harm Israeli
citizens," Lerner said. Ongoing conflict The ongoing
conflict between Hamas and Israel, which has killed
about 700 Palestinians and left thousands injured,
has created significant pressure on the Hamas
movement in Gaza to accept an Israeli offer of truce.
On Monday, Israel's Deputy Prime Minister, Silvan
Shalom, announced that an understanding had been
reached between the two sides, saying that a three-
day truce would begin on Wednesday, Reuters
reported. "The Hamas authorities have accepted the
conditions put
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