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aggregation by alpha-disubstituted esters of D-arginine. Platelet aggregation is recognized as a
mechanism in the pathogenesis of thrombotic disorders such as atherothrombosis. As the esters of
D-arginine are cyclic analogs of the arginine side chain of platelet inhibitory peptides, they may be
useful as drugs in controlling vascular thrombosis. The synthesis and some biological properties of
alpha-disubstituted esters of D-arginine are described. The compounds inhibited platelet
aggregation in vitro and caused the release of ATP in ADP-activated platelets without phospholipase
activation. In vivo, the esters prevented platelet aggregation in anesthetized dogs subjected to t-
adriene infusion. The hydrochloride salt of the depsipeptide (2S,3S)-4-amino-2-[(5S,6R)-5-chloro-6-
(1-methyl-1-piperidinyl)bicyclo[3.2.1]octan-2-yl]-3-butenoate (2) inhibited platelet aggregation and
promoted the release of ATP in platelets. These findings suggest that the esters are useful as
antiaggregating agents in the prevention and treatment of thrombotic disorders.Staphylococcus
aureus food poisoning induced by processed or whole raw chicken of unknown source. During
September 1997, 20 incidents of food poisoning were reported by customers at a restaurant in South
Australia. The range of symptoms was similar to that in an outbreak of staphylococcal food poisoning
that occurred the previous year. The epidemiological, food and laboratory investigations revealed
that the 20 cases were caused by Staphylococcus aureus. Affected persons had eaten chicken (whole
or processed) at the restaurant. The contaminated chicken was prepared in the same building where
commercial ovens were used, but the food processor's premises were a different location, about 5
km from the chicken preparation and service areas. S. aureus was isolated from the food processor's
premises, and
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