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Association of Muslim Lawyers says a law suit against the Selangor Islamic Religious Council (MAIS)
is a "misuse of judicial powers" as it challenges religious council decisions not in the public interest.
Association president and lawyer Tuan Ibrahim Tan Tuan Ibrahim (pic) said he was not filing the suit
as a person but as a lawyer for the community. "The law is that the law has to be followed and if the
action (MAIS) is in the public interest and not in the interest of an individual, then it is in the public
interest, he said at a press conference on Wednesday. "As a professional lawyer, I am simply
following the law," he said, adding that he found it difficult to understand how MAIS can be
considered an "indefensible" body because it is a state registered religious body. "I am a Muslim
first, and I am entitled to act in a manner that is in the public interest. "The whole point of having a
MAIS is that it can act in the public interest and not for its own interest," he said, adding that the
action was the first step to making the state human rights commission independent from the
government. "I am concerned that it seems to be abusing the royal prerogative," he said, adding that
it had the authority to issue a directive to the religious council as it is a registered body. The
decision was announced by the Shariah high council on September 18, and the MAIS asked for an
explanation from the association. Ibrahim, who lives in Petaling Jaya, said the decision was based on
the Federal Constitution and the Shariah law which is separate from state laws. "A Menteri Besar is
not equal to an Islamic religious council. It is the same as a state advisory council. The Islamic
courts can rule on their own free will but the state advisory council cannot," he said. Ibrahim said
the decision constituted a "blatant misuse of judicial power". "It is a most unfortunate development
that a body of a religious council does not seem to appreciate the autonomy of the courts and the
constitution. This is a most unfortunate state
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