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crack with the game.D’Amato. A fine photo quality work documenting the Syrian-American
friendship in Vermont – perhaps the longest lasting between the two countries – on the occasion of
his 79th birthday. “I was born here in Burlington in 1940. I never had much to do with Syria. I came
to this country alone as a boy and stayed for 16 years. Although I come from a background in the
arts and literature, I went to the University of Vermont to pursue a different path. I became a
systems analyst and then a computer programmer. I first had contact with Syria in the 1960s when I
got a request from people in Aleppo to help with the Syrian postal service. It was an odd thing to do
– I had no idea what it entailed. I told them I’d be happy to provide help and we made a deal. In the
end, I sent them some software. What got me interested in Syria was a news item in the Aleppo
newspaper about the civil war and the plight of the people. I was so moved by it that I decided to go
there to work as a relief worker with the United Nations and the Red Cross, and to visit Aleppo
myself. The US and Syria maintained an excellent relationship in the Middle East peace process and
there were many opportunities for cooperation. On my visit to Aleppo in 1972, I fell in love with the
city, with its beauty and its people. I started learning Arabic, I joined the Syrian cultural center,
started writing plays. I became good friends with the Syrian writers and actors. In the 1980s, I got
my first series of poems about the Syrian civil war published. In 1986, I returned to Damascus for
the first time in 14 years. I quickly understood, that the war was creating a very dangerous situation.
I wanted to help the Syrian people by spreading awareness about the conflict.” The album includes
many images of D’Amato with
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